
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Brief Notes 285 

to hurt by a poisonous paw stroke. Many species of gecko are 
known. Ascalabotes fascicularis of modern zoology is particu- 
larly concerned. 

The northern European medieval superstition has often sub- 
stituted the salamander for the gecko. The salamander appears 
as incarnation of subordinate deities of the earth. He sometimes 
watches the ores of the earth according to superstitious belief. 
In other cases the toad is the European substitute for the gecko. 

Felix von Oepele 
New York City. 

The names of God in Tamil 

The Eeverend J. S. Chandler, of Sunnyside, Rayapettah, 
Madras, reports that he has nearly finisht his monumental Tamil 
Lexicon, and hopes that it will be complete before the end of 
1920. Mr. Chandler visited this country in 1915, traveling about 
in the interests of his great work, and visiting most of the leading 
Indologists of the country, who wil surely be interested to hear 
of the approaching completion of his labors. 

Mr. Chandler also sends some remarks on the names for God 
in Tamil. Many of these names are Sanskrit loan-words, but 
many others are pure Tamil, while some compound names are 
made up of both Sanskrit and Tamil elements. The meanings of 
the names show the great variety of aspect which is to be expected 
in any Indian vernacular. Some ar pantheistic (the One, the 
Absolute, the Self -existent, etc.) ; others deal with God's attri- 
butes in negativ or positiv terms, and with His relation to the 
world as Creator, Ruler, Helper, Light, etc. It may be said that 
the meanings run the gamut of the conceptions of Deity familiar 
to students of Hinduism in general. 

The 'root' myaks in the Big Veda 

The lexical definitions of myaks are hopeless, but Whitney, in 
his Boots etc., does put a judicious question mark after 'be situ- 
ated.' The nearest of kin is Av.-myasaite (duo inter se miscent, 
i. e. sese coniungunt, unite) . The root was me (i) -k 1 : Skr. misrd, 
lengthened from mei (to mix one thing with another, exchange) 
in Lat. muto mutuus. In myas- my comes from the interplay 
of a lost *myati ( :mei as Sk. dydti : dei) on forms of mas. In 



